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India-Central Asia Dialogue ‘Muslim museum’ proposal triggers

seeks razing of terror havens

Govt will do all to equip
frontline troops: Rajnath

Delhi To Open
Additional $1bn
Line Of Credit

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The 2nd meeting
of theIndia-Central AsiaDia-
logue was hosted virtually on
Wednesday by foreign minis-
ter S Jaishankar and saw the
participation of his counter-
parts from Kazakhstan, Taji-
kistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbe-
kistan and also the first depu-
ty foreign minister of the
KyrgyzRepublic.

Among the highlights was
announcement of an addi-
tional $ 1 billion line of credit
by India for Central Asian
countries. All ministers
called for settlement of the Af-
ghan conflict on the basis of
Afghan-led, Afghan-owned
and Afghan-controlled peace
process. According to MEA,

they also expressed similar
sentiments on combating ter-
rorism by destroying safe
havens, infrastructure, net-
work and funding channels
and underlined the need for
every country to ensure that
their territory is not used to
launch terrorist attacks
against other countries.

Acting foreign minister of
Afghanistan attended the
meeting asaspecial invitee.

“They discussed close
cooperation in political and
security matters and the em-
phasisalso was on promoting
connectivity and develop-
ment partnerships between
India and Central Asian
countries,” said an official.

There was an announce-
ment of grant financing by
Indiaforhighimpact commu-
nity development projects in
Central Asian countries.
Both sides emphasised on re-
invigorating trade and com-
merce partnerships by over-
coming lack of overland con-
nectivity barrier.

TimEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: India will contin-
ue the ongoing talks with Chi-
natopeacefully resolve the six-
month-long military confron-
tation ineasternLadakh,
even as Indian troops are
“standing firm” in for-
ward areas, defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh said
on Wednesday.

In an indication that &

de-escalation in the
high-altitude region may still
be some distance away, Singh
said the government would
do its utmost to ensure that
soldiers on the frontline —
who should notlet down their
guard — were provided with
alltherequisite equipment.
“It is our national respon-
sibility to ensure availability
of best weapons, equipment

Boundary question is a
bilateral matter: China

»Continued fromP1

ike the foreign minis-
Ltry, the Chinese embas-

sy in New Delhitoo was
careful not to attack India
even as it asked the US to
abandon its “Cold War and
zero-sum mentality”. In a
late night statement, hours
after the departure of Pom-
peo and secretary of defence
Mark Esper, the embassy
said China and India had the
wisdomandability tohandle
their differences properly.

“The boundary question
isabilateral matter between
China and India. The two
sides have been discussing
disengagement and de-esca-
lation in the border areas
through diplomatic and
military channels. There’s
no space for a third party to
intervene,” the embassy
statement said.

Foreign ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin, as
well as the embassy here,
said China had always held
that bilateral relations be-
tween countries should be
conducive to regional peace,
stability and development
and “should not undermine
the legitimate rights and in-
terests of any third party”.

India and China have
held seven rounds of senior
commanders’ meetings to
resolve the military stand-
off in Ladakh but without
any breakthrough. On the
last two occasions though,

Death for man who killed 9 people to
hide the murder of his live-in partner

Mahesh Buddi &
ShivaKumarPinna TNN

Hyderabad/Warangal: A local
court in Warangal on Wednesday
convicted Sanjay Kumar Yadav, 24, a
worker at a gunny bag manufactur-
ingunit, in the sensational killing of
nine persons, all migrant workers.
Hisvictims included six members of
a family. The Killings had taken
place at Gorrekuntavillage in May.
In all, Sanjay, anative of Bihar,
had killed 10 people. He had first
killed hislive-inpartnerin March.
The rest were killed in a couple of
months later to cover up the first

Tripura
womanin

wou,

custody for Saades

throwing
acidon man
Agartala: A
local courtin
Khowaion
Tuesday senta
27-year-old
womanto
14-day judicial
custody on
charges of
throwingacid
onher
boyfriend after
he refusedto
marry her.

The 30-year-old
victimis stated
tobeincritical
conditionand
has been
shifted to
Agartala
Medical
Collegeand
Hospital.
Doctors said
the victim
received
injuriesin his
respiratory
tract,noseand
eyesintheacid
attack. TN
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theymanagedtoissueajoint
statement on the talks in a
sign that the situation was
stabilising.

Chinawasunrelentingin
its criticism of the US with
the embassy here accusing
Pompeo and Esper of repeat-
ing old lies and violating
“the norms of international
relations and basic princi-
plesof diplomacy”.

Both here and in Beijing,
China said the Indo-Pacific
strategy proposed by the US
was meant to “stir up con-
frontation among different
groups and blocs and to
stoke geopolitical competi-
tion, in a bid to maintain the
dominance of the US, orga-
nise closed and exclusive

murder. The trial in the murder of
his live-in partner is still on in

Andhra Pradesh.

avideo of Sanjay raping

prosecutor

The prosecution also produced

partner’s 16-year-old daughter. The
video was found on Sanjay’s phone.
A separate case hasbeenregistered
against him for rape and under sec-
tions of the Pocso Act, said public
M Satyanarayana
Goud. Goud had argued that this
was a rarest of rare case where the
death sentence could be given be-
cause of the number of people
killed, the manner in which they
were killed and also that the ac-

ideological cliques”.

“China resolutely oppos-
es behaviour of engaging in
unilateralism and bullying.
By hyping up the so-called
China threat, the US is, in
fact, making pretexts for
maintaining its global he-
gemony and containing Chi-
na’sdevelopment,” it said.

The embassy, in its state-
ment, also accused the US of
“distortingfacts” by shifting
theblame for Covid-19to Chi-
na. “What China has done
and achieved in our fight
against the virus is open for
all to see. We hope US politic-
ianscouldfocusontheirown
epidemic response and sav-
ing lives instead of shifting
blame on others,” it said.

and clothing to our troops
braving extreme weather and
hostile forces to defend our
territorial integrity,” he said,
addressing the Army com-
manders’ conference here.
Singh said he had
personally witnessed
the “high standard of
operational prepa-
redness and capabili-
ties” of Indian troops
during his visits to
forward areas, while
paying tributes to the “brave-
hearts” of Galwan, Kashmir
and the northeast for making
the ultimate sacrifice.
Turning to the western
border, the minister compli-
mented the Army’s befitting
response to the ceasefire viola-
tions and cross-border terror-
ism emanating from Pakistan.
Fullreporton wwuw.toi.in

Saudi has taken

Gilgit-Baltistan

& POK off Pak’s
map: Activist

London: Saudi Arabia hasre-
moved Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan
from Pakistan’s map, said
POK activist Amjad Ayub
Mirza on Wednesday.

He also tweeted a picture
that was captioned, “Saudi
Arabia’sDiwaligifttoIndia—
removes Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kashmir from Pakistan’s
map,” the picture’s text read.

According to media re-
ports, Saudi Arabiareleased a
20 Riyal banknote to com-
memorate its presidency of
organising the G-20 Summit
on November 21-22. It was fur-
ther reported that the world
map displayed on the bank-
note does not show Gilgit-Bal-
tistan (GB) and Kashmir as
parts of Pakistan.

Media reports say that Sau-
di Arabia’s step is nothing
short of an attempt to disgrace
Pakistan, which also seems to
be “adaptingto itsnew bloc”.

The ministry of external
affairs (MEA) in September
stated that they have seen re-
ports regarding elections to
the so-called “Gilgit-Baltistan”
assembly to be held on Novem-
ber 15 and took a strong objec-
tion to it. “The government of
India conveyed strong protest
to Pakistan Government and
reiterated that Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, includ-
ingthe so-called Gilgitand Bal-
tistan, are an integral part of
India,” the MEA stated. ani

cused had raped aminor.
While working at the gunny

bag unit, Sanjay had become close

his live-in

to one Rafeeqa, 37, who cooked
food for the workers and lived
nearby withherthree children. He
later promised to marry her. In the
guise of introducing her to his
family in West Bengal, both of
them boarded a train on March 6.
Afterthetrainreached West Goda-
vari district, Sanjay gave her but-
ter milk mixed with sleeping pills
and pushed her out of the moving
train. Sanjay is currently lodged
atthe Warangal Central Jail.
Fullreporton wwuw.toi.in
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slugfest in election-bound Assam

Guwahati: A controversy
over an Assam assembly pro-
posal to set up a museum for
‘Char-Chapori’ areas has be-
come the latest political flash-
point in the state with the op-
position calling it the polari-
sation tactics of the ruling
BJP before the state polls due
early next year. The Char-
Chapori area denotes the riv-
erine area and the museum
was slated be set up inside the
Srimanta Shankardeva Ka-
lakshetra complex here.

The controversy broke out
when Congress MLA Sherman
Ali Ahmed used the word ‘Miya
Museum’ in a Facebook post
while referring to the museum.

The word ‘Miya’ in Assam
isaslang which usually refers
to the Bengali speaking Mus-
lim population. The non- Ben-
gali population in the state
generally identify them as
Bangladeshiimmigrants.

BJPwasquicktojumpinto
the controversy with a num-
ber of its leaders saying no
‘Miya Museum’ will ever beal-
lowed in Assam as the people
living in such places are “ille-

Detail all ‘undeserving’ inclusions within
3 weeks, HC directs Assam NRC chief

he Gauhati high court has directed state NRC coordinator Hitesh

Dev Sarmato file a comprehensive affidavit within three weeks
to bring onrecord all “undeserving” inclusions in the citizenship
rolls, reports Rokibuz Zaman. The division bench of Justice Manojit
Bhuyan and Justice Soumitra Saikia passed the order while hearinga
petition challenging a tribunal’s decision to declare Rahima Begum
of Nalbari a foreigner after her name was included in the final NRC.

“Anissue of greatimportance s noticed in the present case. Itis
notasolitary instance... Inthe present case and in our earlier orders,
we have recorded that the name of the petitioner appeared in the
National Register of Citizens even when proceedings against her had
beeninitiated and continued on the basis of reference made by the
SP (border), Nalbari. Suchinsertion of name is against the law,” the
courtsaid inits October 19 order. Full report on www.toi.in

Meghalaya relents
after stirin Assam

tleast40 organisations led

by Goalpara unit of the All
Assam Students’ Union (Aasu)
and supported by othertrade
organisations decided to call off
theirindefinite strike after
Meghalaya eased entry and exit
of tourist vehicles and taxis to
the state. As per the revised
protocols, tourist taxis have been
allowed to enter Meghalaya
provided the passengers geta
Covid test done at the Brynihat
entry point. RokibuzZaman | TNN

gal immigrants from Assamese culture, we

Bangladesh”. will not allow any dis-
NEDA  convenor tortion. Sorry MLA
and Assam minister Sahab,” he tweeted.
Himanta Biswa Sarma Congress MP Pray-
said, “In my under- ut Bordoloi alleged on

standing, there is no
separate identity and
culture in Char Anchal
of Assam as most of
the people had migrated from
Bangladesh.” “Obviously, in
Srimanta Sankardeva Kalak-
hetra, which is the epitome of

Wednesday that BJP
has been trying to po-
larise the votersonthe
issueasitisafraid that
it will taste defeat in the hands
of the Congress-led Grand Alli-
ance in the Assam assembly
polls due early next year. “The

museum is a recommendation
by a standing committee of the
assembly and majority of its
members are from the BJP-led
alliance. They unanimously
suggested it,” he told.

RSMP Ajit Kumar Bhuyan,
who heads the regional party
Anchalik Gana Morcha(AGM)
said the Char-Chapori mu-
seum was recommended by the
DRSC, whose majority mem-
bers are from the BJP and its
ruling coalition. Acencies

11% of rural families bought phones to
aid kids’ studies in lockdown: Survey

anash.Gohain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Schools might
have been shut, but children
continued theirlearningeven
during the pandemic. Despite
the inequalities and digital di-
vide, the 15th Annual Status
of Education Report (ASER
2020) Rural reflected the res
ilience shown towards learn-
ingas11% of allrural families
bought a new phone since
the lockdown began and 80%
of those were smartphones.
Also more children joined
government schools than pri-
vate schools.

Unlike the previous ASER
reports which focussed on
learning outcomes, the latest
report deals with the process
of learning because of the
prevailing Covid-19 situation.
This is the first time the
survey has been conducted
over telephone.

While the closure of
schools since March 2020 im-
pacted campus academic ac-
tivities, the good news was
that 70% of the community
came out to help the school
support system. The data
demonstrated that almost
three quarters of all children
receive someform of learning
support from family mem-
bers. Notably, even among
children whose parents have
not studied beyond primary
school, family members pro-
vided support with older sib-
lings also playing an impor-
tantrole in helpingthe young-
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The report called for devel- ' A
oping a digital pedagogy and to REPORT (ASER 20
prioritise efforts to break the
digital divide. Justaround 56 %
households with children en-
rolled in government schools
have smartphones, while
74.2% of households who send
their children to private
schools have smartphones.

Citing another example of
the existing divide, the report
said children in private schools
were much more likely to have
accessed online resources than
those in government schools.
For example, 28.7% of children
enrolled in private schools had
watched videos or other pre-re-
corded content online, as com-
pared to 18.3% of government
school students.

Access to learning materi-

Household
surveyed

Sample

30

states
and UTs

inroimenl in govt

schools increased

2018 2020

64.3%

DIGITAL DIVIDE

% households with different kinds
of resources children enrolled in
GOVT SCHOOLS

als and activities too need at- | Smartphone| Tv | Motorised
tention asonly 33.5% of all gov- 0 0, vehicle
ernment school children re- 56.4% | 56% 43.5%
ceived materials or activities, |

LEARNING SUPPORT

as compared to 40.6% children
in private schools. In fact, in
states like Rajasthan (21.5%),
UP(21%),and Bihar(7.7%),less
than a quarter of all children
had received any materials.

A majority of the roughly
two-thirds of all households
that reported not having re-
ceived learning materials

MATERIAL

U
2%
of all govt school children
received materials or activities

of all private school children

52,227 | 59,251 8,963

65.8%

» About “i/o of all families bought a

new phone since the lockdown began
» More than 80% of these new
phones purchased were smartphones
» More than 80% children have
textbooks for their current grade,
84.1% in government schools and
received materials or activities | 72-2% in private schools
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Children Schools
reached surveyed

Enrolment in private schools
decreased

% households with different kinds
of resources children enrolled in
PVT SCHOOLS

Smartphone TV

74.2% |71.9%

Motorised
vehicle

64.7%

during the reference week
said they hadn’r received any

from the schools. WhatsApp
emerged as the most preferred
medium viawhich the children
got materials/activities.
Fullreporton www.toi.in
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