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YOGI SLAMS RAHUL FOR MEETING KIN OF JOURNO
WHO WAS ARRESTED ON HIS WAY TO HATHRAS

HC STAYS PROCEEDINGS AGAINST SHOURIE,
OTHERS IN LAXMI VILAS PALACE SALE CASE 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: As India and
China maintain stable but
confrontational positions in
eastern Ladakh, the external
affairs ministry on Thurs-
day said that “the immediate
task is to ensure a compre-
hensive disengagement of
troops in all the friction are-
as”. The two sides are repor-
tedly engaged in high-level
talks to resolve the stand-off.

According to sources,
China has been asking for a
de-escalation of armoured
and artillery units before 
disengagement. That is
unacceptable to the Indian
side because China has a
much easier route to re-arm
its troops, unlike India.

“India and China conti-
nue to have discussions thro-
ugh both diplomatic and mi-

litary channels to peacefully
resolve the issues along 
the LAC in India-China 
border areas. This is in kee-
ping with the agreement rea-
ched between the two foreign
ministers during their mee-
ting in Moscow on Septem-
ber 10,” MEA spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said at a
media briefing. 

Srivastava also referred
to the last round of diploma-

tic parleys between India
and China on September 30
and the seventh round of mi-
litary talks on October 12.

“The two sides have re-
iterated their desire to ma-
intain dialogue and commu-
nication through military
and diplomatic channels,
and arrive at a mutually
acceptable solution for di-
sengagement as early as pos-
sible,” he added.

India rejects China’s
demand, but talks on
Beijing Wants
Armoured And
Artillery Units

Pulled Back

The two sides have reiterated their desire to
maintain dialogue and arrive at a mutually acceptable
solution for disengagement as early as possible
ANURAG SRIVASTAVA | MEA SPOKESPERSON
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Bengaluru: The first autop-
sy of a Covid-19 patient in
Karnataka has revealed pre-
sence of the virus in nasal
and throat swab samples
even 18 hours after death.

Dr Dinesh Rao of Oxford
Medical College, who perfor-
med the autopsy, said the
lungs of the 62-year-old pati-
ent were “hard as a leather
ball”, with air sacks ruptured
and clots in the blood vessels.

“Autopsy of Covid vic-
tims helps in understanding
the disease progression,” sa-

id Rao, who heads the foren-
sic medicine department.
The procedure was comple-
ted in an hour and 10 minu-
tes on October 10 and the last
of the microscopic evidence
came on Wednesday.

Rao took five swab sam-
ples from the cadaver’s nose,
throat and mouth, lung sur-
face, respiratory passages
(trachea, bronchi) and skin
on the face and neck. RT-
PCR tests showed the nose
and throat samples were 
positive for coronavirus.
“This means that a Covid pa-
tient’s body can be infectio-

us. Most surprisingly, it was
negative on the skin.”

The autopsy was conduc-
ted with the family’s consent.
When the patient died, his fa-
mily members were either in
home isolation or quaranti-
ne and could not claim the bo-
dy. “My findings are unique
to the findings seen in autop-
sy reports from the US and
Italy. This could mean the vi-
rus strains seen in India are
different,” said Rao.

Rao plans to publish 
his findings in a peer-re-
viewed journal.

Full report on www.toi.in

Autopsy finds Covid patient’s
lungs ‘hard as a leather ball’

INFECTIONS MAY BE SLOWING DOWN BUT TROUBLE IS FAR FROM OVER

People who never tested positive
turning up with post-Covid issues

Sanjeev Devasia TNN

Mumbai: A senior citizen
suffering from breathless-
ness, exertion and dry cough
visited a Navi Mumbai hospi-
tal. The 60-year-old had never
tested positive for Covid, but a
lung function test showed re-
striction consistent with Co-
vid features. A high-resolu-
tion CT scan revealed mild re-
sidual Covid lesions caused
by the immune response in
fighting the virus and some
fuzziness in the lungs.

The doctors ruled out oth-
er illnesses by conducting
more investigations. The pa-
tient revealed that he had trav-
elled to pilgrim towns, includ-
ing Varanasi, prior to the lock-
down in February-March and
that he had mild fever for a few
days. On the basis of his histo-
ry and his condition, they con-
cluded that it was a case of
post-Covid. He was treated
with steroids and inhaler.

While this was a stray case

in June, doctors are now repo-
rting more instances of pati-
ents who have never tested po-
sitive landing in hospitals
with post-Covid symptoms.
They report a history of fever
or cough, which subsides in a
day or two and which they
may have ignored. But with
symptoms resurfacing, many
are being subjected to the RT-
PCR test where results come

negative. But the same patien-
ts then test positive in the an-
tibody test, indicating a histo-
ry of Covid. Doctors claim
many may’ve neglected signs
of Covid earlier as mild symp-
toms subside in a day or two.

Dr Jayalakshmi T K, a
consultant pulmonologist
with Apollo Hospital in Navi
Mumbai, has seen about 30
such patients who have nev-
er tested positive but come
with breathlessness and un-
explained lung ailments. 

“We ask for their history.
Then they reveal they might
have had fever two or three
months ago. The RT-PCR wo-
uld be negative, but a CT scan
shows typical Covid-like fea-
tures and it is fairly confirma-
tory. A high CO-RADS score is
suggestive of Covid and in
some cases, the antibody tests
too come positive although
that need not necessarily
mean that the symptoms are
because of Covid,” she said.

Full report on www.toi.in
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India’s active Covid cases
went below the 7-lakh mark
on Thursday as the down-

trend continued for the 21st day
running, with the number of
discharged patients outstrip-
ping fresh cases in most states.

Active cases on Thursday
were 6,99,527, a fall of more
than 21,000 from the previous
day. The slide in active cases has
been continuous since October
2. With 54,723 testing positive
for the virus, fresh infections
remained below the 60,000-
mark for the fifth consecutive
day on Thursday. There were
675 fresh casualties on Thurs-
day, after staying above the 700-
mark for two days, taking the
cumulative toll to 1,17,275.

Tamil Nadu crossed the 7-
lakh mark with 3,077 fresh ca-
ses, becoming the fourth state
after Maharashtra, Andhra
and Karnataka to record more
than seven lakh infections.

With 7,539 cases, Maharash-
tra reported less than 10,000 in-
fections for the fifth day in a
row. Daily deaths in the state
saw a marginal increase from
Wednesday but, at 198, contin-
ued to remain under 200. The
state’s toll is now 42,831.

However, the situation con-
tinues to be of concern in Ben-
gal with a steady rise in daily in-
fections leading to active cases
crossing the 36,000-mark on
Thursday at 36,064. Bengal re-
ported 4,157 new cases, its high-
est daily spike. Since October 8,
Bengal has been reporting
highest spike in cases daily. TNN

Full report on www.toi.in

India’s active
cases below 
7 lakh after

21-day decline 

New Delhi: With the ongoing
plenary of terror watchdog
FATF likely to decide on Friday
if Pakistan should remain in
its grey list, India reiterated
that Islamabad continued to
provide safe haven to terrorist
entities and individuals. The
government also said Pakistan
had not yet taken any action
against several terror entities
and individuals, including tho-
se proscribed by UNSC like Ma-
sood Azhar, Dawood Ibrahim
and Zakir-ur-Rahman Lakhvi.

All indications are that Pa-
kistan will remain in the grey
list for not fulfilling all its com-
mitments to check terror finan-
cing and money laundering. As
the MEA said in its statement,
it’s understood that Pakistan
has addressed only 21 action
items so far out of the 27-point
FATF Action Plan.

“Six important action
items are yet to be addressed,”
said spokesperson Anurag Sri-
vastava, adding it was well
known that Pakistan’s a haven
for terrorists. All six remai-
ning points are said to be rela-
ted to terror financing. The is-
sue of Pakistan’s compliance
is being looked at the virtual
FATF plenary meeting that
will get over on October 23.

As the official said, Paris-
based FATF makes public an-
nouncements of its decisions
according to its rules and pro-
cedures after its Plenary mee-
ting. “FATF has well laid out
standards and procedures for
putting a country in its Black
List and Grey List. After a co-
untry is put on a List, an ac-
tion plan is given to it and the
country concerned is expec-
ted to fully complete the ac-
tion plan within the sti-
pulated time. Those found
wanting in implementing the-
ir obligations are held accoun-
table and subjected to appro-
priate action,” he said. TNN

Full report on www.toi.in

Pak still a haven
for terror, India

says on FATF
decision eve 

Omer Farooq Khan & 
Sachin Parashar TNN

Islamabad/New Delhi: Whi-
le a Pakistan parliamentary
panel on Thursday approved
a bill for review of Indian na-
tional Kulbhushan Jadhav’s
death sentence, it was greeted
with scepticism by Indian
authorities in the absence of
any effort by Islamabad to
address what India describes
as the core issues. These in-
clude consular access in pri-
vate to Jadhav and the need
for Pakistan to share relevant
case documents with India.

The approval was seen as
an inevitability as denying it
would most certainly have
invited a contempt petition
by India in the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) which
had last year called for a revi-
ew of Jadhav’s sentencing.

The review, in fact, is alrea-
dy under way in the Islama-
bad high court even though In-
dia has refused to join it citing
Pakistan’s refusal to address
India’s demands. While Pakis-
tan wants India to join the re-
view, it again recently convey-

ed to India that it will not allow
India to hire an Indian lawyer
or, as demanded by Indian aut-
horities, even a Queen’s Coun-
sel (QC) for Jadhav.

India had earlier shown
some flexibility by sugges-
ting that it was open to enlis-
ting the services of lawyers of
other nationalities too provi-
ded they were QC but this was
rejected too. India believes
Pakistan has not created the
right conditions for, as asked
for by the ICJ in its judgment
last year, an effective review
and reconsideration of Jad-
hav's sentencing.

The standing committee
of Pakistan’s National As-
sembly on law and justice

approved the bill seeking re-
view of Jadhav’s conviction,
the daily Dawn reported on
Thursday. Jadhav was sen-
tenced to death by a military
court over alleged espionage
and terrorism charges.

The bill was opposed by
members from the opposi-
tion Pakistan Muslim Lea-
gue-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakis-
tan Peoples Party (PPP) and
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-
F). They termed the bill an
“NRO for the Indian spy”.
‘NRO’ stands for the Natio-
nal Reconciliation Ordinan-
ce, which was issued by for-
mer President General Per-
vez Musharraf in 2007 to pa-
ve the way for former PM
Benazir Bhutto’s return to
Pakistan from self-imposed
exile by dropping all corrup-
tion cases against her. 

Many politicians and bu-
reaucrats who were accused
of corruption, embezzle-
ment, money laundering,
murder and terrorism bet-
ween January 1, 1986, and Oc-
tober 12, 1999, were the bene-
ficiaries of this law.

Full report on www.toi.in

Pak panel okays bill for
review of Jadhav sentence

The bill drew scepticism in India
in the absence of any Pak effort
to address the ‘core issues’
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Meerut: A beard grown and
kept “despite warnings” has
led to the suspension of sub-
inspector Intesar Ali in UP’s
Baghpat. While SP
Abhishek Singh said
Ali did not have auth-
orisation, as rules re-
quire, Ali insisted he
had sought permissi-
on to keep his beard
but hadn’t heard back
from his seniors.

“I had applied for
permission to my circle offi-
cer in November 2019. It was
forwarded to senior offici-
als,” Ali, posted at Ramala
police station, told TOI on
Thursday. “This is a matter
of faith and a just demand. I
will request my superiors to
consider my request again.” 

The 46-year-old has been

serving with the police for
the past 25 years and was pos-
ted at Ramala this March.

Astatement from the local
police said Ali had been “war-
ned on several occasions and

was served a notice
over the dress code.”
The Baghpat SP said,
“UP police uniform
rules are clear… He
had been warned se-
veral times. A notice
was served, but his
indiscipline continu-
ed. A beard is allowed

on a permanent basis only for
followers of Sikhism. The ar-
med forces also allow that be-
cause the beard is an integral
part of their faith. It is not the
case with Islam.”

Police uniform rules in
India do not allow beard, tho-
ugh moustache is allowed.

Full report on www.toi.in

UP cop suspended
for sporting beard

Intesar Ali
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Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala government’s deci-
sion to introduce a new sec-
tion (118A) in the Kerala Poli-
ce Act to check increasing
abuse in social media and cy-
bercrime is “anti-democratic
and fascist” as it will enable
police to register cases aga-
inst anyone, including the
mainstream media, opposi-
tion leader Ramesh Chennit-
hala said on Thursday.

“If the government goes
ahead with the ordinance, it
will be fought legally as well

as politically,” he said. 
Allaying fears, chief mi-

nister Pinarayi Vijayan sa-
id, “The amendment is not
intended to curb creative
freedom or to intervene in
the right to free speech. It is 
a known fact that there 
are attempts to defame 
persons widely and there 
are demands for an effect-
ive legal remedy.” 

Internet rights activists
said the amendment was
more draconian than 66A of
the IT Act that was struck
down by the Supreme Court. 

Full report on www.toi.in

Oppn, internet activists
slam Kerala ordinance
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